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(b) All tuna vessels or vessels carry-
ing tuna, and registered by any of the
above countries, and their catch, gear
and records are subject to inspection
under this subpart when landing or
transshipping tuna or when making a
port call in the United States.

(c) A vessel entering a port of the
above countries because of force
majeure shall be exempt from inspec-
tion by an authorized officer.

§ 285.103 Reports.
(a) Inspections must be reported on a

standardized Commission form and
signed by the authorized officer. The
master is entitled to add or have added
to the report, any observation which
the master thinks suitable. If the mas-
ter adds information to the report, he
also must sign the report. The author-
ized officer will note in the vessel’s log
that the inspection has been made. A
copy of the report will be given to the
vessel master and a copy sent to the
authorized officer’s national authority.

(b) The master must allow the au-
thorized officer to examine any portion
of the catch and gear and provide any
relevant documents as the authorized
officer deems necessary to verify com-
pliance with these regulations.

[48 FR 53564, Nov. 28, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 24645, June 29, 1988]

Subpart F—Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Documentation

SOURCE: 60 FR 14388, Mar. 17, 1995, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 285.200 Species subject to docu-
mentation requirements.

Imports into the United States and
exports or re-exports from the United
States of all bluefin tuna or bluefin
tuna products regardless of ocean area
of catch are subject to the documenta-
tion requirements of this subpart.

(a) Documentation is required for
bluefin tuna identified by the following
item numbers from the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule:

(1) Fresh or chilled bluefin tuna, ex-
cluding fillets and other fish meat, No.
0302.39.00.20.

(2) Frozen bluefin tuna, excluding fil-
lets, No. 0303.49.00.20.

(b) In addition, bluefin tuna products
in other forms (e.g., chunks, fillets,
canned) listed under any other item
numbers from the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule are subject to the documenta-
tion requirements of this subpart, ex-
cept that fish parts other than meat
(i.e., heads, eyes, roe, guts, tails) may
be allowed entry without said statis-
tical documentation.

§ 285.201 Documentation require-
ments.

(a) Bluefin imports. (1) Imports of all
bluefin tuna products into the United
States must be accompanied at the
time of entry by an original completed
approved Bluefin Tuna Statistical Doc-
ument with the information and ex-
porter’s certification specified in
§ 285.202(a)(1) through (7). Such infor-
mation must be validated as specified
in § 285.202(a)(8) by a responsible gov-
ernment official of the country whose
flag vessel caught the tuna (regardless
of where the fish are first landed), un-
less the Assistant Administrator has
waived validation requirements for the
country pursuant to § 285.203.

(2) Bluefin tuna imported into the
United States from a country requiring
a tag on all such tuna available for sale
must be accompanied by the appro-
priate tag issued by that country, and
said tag must remain on any tuna until
it reaches its final import destination.
If the final import destination is the
United States, the tag must remain on
the tuna until it is cut into portions. If
the tuna portions are subsequently
packaged for domestic commercial use
or export, the tag number and the
issuing country must be written leg-
ibly and indelibly on the outside of the
package.

(3) Dealers selling bluefin tuna that
was previously imported into the
United States for domestic commercial
use must provide on the original
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document
that accompanied the import shipment
the correct information and importer’s
certification specified in § 285.202(a)(9).
The original of the completed Bluefin
Tuna Statistical Document must be
postmarked and mailed by said dealer
to the Regional Director within 24
hours of the time the tuna was im-
ported into the United States.
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(b) Bluefin exports. (1) Dealers export-
ing bluefin tuna that was harvested by
U.S. vessels and first landed in the
United States must complete an origi-
nal numbered Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document issued to that dealer by the
Regional Director. Such an individ-
ually numbered document is not trans-
ferable or reusable and may be used
only once by the dealer to which it was
issued to report on a specific export
shipment. Dealers must provide on the
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document the
correct information and exporter cer-
tification specified in § 285.202(a)(1)
through (7). As required under § 285.203,
the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document
must be validated as specified in
§ 285.202(a)(8) by an official of the U.S.
Government or, if authorized by
NMFS, an official of an accredited in-
stitution. A list of such officials may
be obtained by contacting the Office of
Fisheries Conservation and Manage-
ment, NMFS, Silver Spring, MD (301–
713–2347), or the nearest NMFS Enforce-
ment Office. A list of local NMFS en-
forcement offices can be obtained by
contacting regional offices in Glouces-
ter, MA (508–281–9261), St. Petersburg,
FL (813–570–5344) and Long Beach, CA
(310–980–4050). Dealers requesting gov-
ernment validation for exports should
notify NMFS as soon as possible after
arrival of the vessel to avoid delays in
inspection and validation of the export
shipment.

(2) Dealers re-exporting bluefin tuna
that was previously imported into the
United States must provide on the
original Bluefin Tuna Statistical Docu-
ment that accompanied the import
shipment the correct information and
intermediate importer’s certification
specified in § 285.202(a)(9).

(3) Dealers must submit the original
of the completed Bluefin Tuna Statis-
tical Document to accompany the ship-
ment of bluefin tuna to its export or
re-export destination. A copy of the
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document
completed as specified under paragraph
(b)(1) or (2) of this section must be
postmarked and mailed by said dealer
to the Regional Director within 24
hours of the time the tuna was ex-
ported or re-exported from the United
States.

(c) Recordkeeping. Dealers must re-
tain at their principal place of business
a copy of each Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document required to be submitted to
the Regional Director pursuant to this
section for a period of 2 years from the
date on which it was submitted to the
Regional Director.

§ 285.202 Contents of documentation.

(a) A Bluefin Tuna Statistical Docu-
ment, to be deemed complete, must:

(1) Have a document number assigned
as prescribed by the country issuing
the document;

(2) State the name of the country
issuing the document, which is the
country whose flag vessel harvested
the bluefin tuna, regardless of where
the tuna is first landed;

(3) State the name of the vessel that
caught the fish and the vessel’s reg-
istration number, if applicable;

(4) State the name of the owner of
the trap that caught the fish, if appli-
cable;

(5) State the point of export, which is
the city, state or province, and country
from which the bluefin tuna is first ex-
ported;

(6) State the following specified in-
formation about the shipment:

(i) The product type (fresh or frozen)
and product form (round, gilled and
gutted, dressed, fillet or other);

(ii) The method of fishing used to
harvest the fish (purse seine, trap, rod
and reel, etc.);

(iii) The ocean area from which the
fish was harvested (western Atlantic,
eastern Atlantic, Mediterranean, or
Pacific);

(iv) The weight of each fish (in kilo-
grams for the same product form pre-
viously specified);

(v) The identifying tag number, if
landed by vessels from countries with
tagging programs;

(7) State the name and license num-
ber of, and be signed and dated in the
exporter’s certification block by, the
exporter;

(8) If applicable, state the name and
title of, and be signed and dated in the
validation block by, a responsible gov-
ernment official of the country whose
flag vessel caught the tuna (regardless
of where the tuna are first landed) or
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